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2004 Year-End Awards Final Reminder

All CDA members are reminded that you have just about one month to gather
and submit your 2004 competition scores for our Y ear End Awards.

A copy of the submission formsisincluded in thisissue of Centerline. You
can also print out additional forms by visiting our website at

WWW.ctdressageassoc.ord

Our website aso offers electronic submission forms. This has been very
popular this year and it saves postage and paper!

For complete information on CDA Awards Criteria please refer to the 2004
edition of OMNIBUS (pages 20-23) or visit CDA’s website.

The deadline for all submissionsisNOVEMBER 5, 2004. Thelist of winners
will be published in December 2004 edition of Centerline.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Marcie Gordon by
phone at 203-573-0919 or email at Awards@ctdressageassoc.org.

AND THE WINNER IS...........

(Jody Rossetti from Sufffield, CT) is the lucky winner of the beautiful leather
halter and braided shank donated to CDA by John Nunn and Bit of Britain.
Congratulations (Jody)!!

The free raffle drawing was held at Once Again Farm on Sunday, September
26, 2004 at the conclusion of CDA’s final schooling show of the season.
Thanksto all who participated in this raffle!


http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
http://www.ctdressageassoc.org

2004 Calendar of Events

October 3, 2004

Win Some Farm
Schooling Show

Contact: Margaret Deakin
860-567-3545

October 3, 2004

Xenophon Farm

Dressage and Combined Tests
Contact: Elaine Kachavos
413-548-9918

October 10, 2004
Coventry Equestrian Center
Schooling Show

Contact: Suzanne Markham
860-742-1900
avatar0583@aol.com

October 30-31, 2004
CDA and CDCTA presents
A clinic with Jorn Kulbelke
Coventry Equestrian Center
Contact Donna Leonessa
860-742-8110

dleonessa@hotmail.com

November 12-14, 2004

Mary Wanless Clinic

Round Stone Farm

East Hampton, CT

Contact:

860-267-0945
roundstonefarmct@yahoo.com
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YGETTING TO KNOW YOU..."

Featuring CDA member Amanda Braverman
Written by: Donna Leonessa

This month’s interview is with CDA member Amanda Catherine Braverman, “Mandy B.” or
known as the “little poe” by family members. Amanda currently is in her Junior year of
college at Boston University. She is pursuing a double major in Advertising and Spanish
literature. When asked about the double major selection, Amanda replied, “l hope to develop
advertisements and work specifically with the Hispanic market. | enjoy community service
and am vice president of STAAR (students taking an active role) here at B.U. | am also
involved with the student alumni council, and am a peer tutor in subjects ranging from
Spanish language to humanities and the social sciences. | LOVE my Spanish literature
class, but my favorite class that | have taken at the University thus far, | would have to say
was my class on ethics, morality, and human rights.” Amanda is making the most of her
time in Boston and states, “Boston is a fantastic place to explore and living in a city definitely
has its perks!”

Amanda regularly competes at the Region 8 Dressage Championships and has evented
through Training level. Amanda has trained very hard to get to this point in her dressage
education. She explains, “My pony and | learned together and brought ourselves up through
the ranks to compete successfully at 3 level and school 4" level and Prix St. Georges
movements. It wasn’t always so. Casanova and | began our tenure together as a pair of
peanuts at local 4-H shows. We trained with Jamison Wallace, an enthusiastic and
knowledgeable horsewoman. She taught me the basics of centered riding to horse-care —
everything from how to wrap to measuring grain to proper braiding technique. Her lessons
were complemented by occasional lessons from former Olympian Kim Walnes. I've had the
good fortune of being trained by caring, capable people. | later began training with Alix
Szepesi and David Collins. | really was drawn to dressage more and more especially as |
realized how useful it was in improving my eventing performance. Dressage helped me
prepare for the fences, get the horse back before and after the fence; | really had a great
advantage over the competition. | would always be first in dressage, then go out and use it
to my advantage on the XC and stadium. | realized after this, it was taking a toll on my pony.
We decided to continue with our dressage and I've been a dressage-addict ever since. My
second horse, Bullet Proof was a phenomenal event horse and got better and better as we
schooled our dressage. He and | competed successfully through training level in eventing
and survived and experienced a great deal together. I've been fortunate to have good partners
to compete on — leading to attending championship competitions year after year. My riding
has improved leaps and bounds and with each consecutive lesson, | become a better, more
conscious and capable rider. | truly credit my trainers with a large portion of my success.
Their support and high expectations combined with my own have driven me to always do my
best.

| must say though, that despite the fun of dressage, nothing beats trail riding, or my personal
favorite event of hunter paces. My family has been competing in hunter paces since | was
a small child — | suppose that's where | learned to have no fear. As my father used to say,
“This is a take-no-prisoners ride!” Numerous family wins have led to more coolers than we
have horses, but there is something so special about the bonds between horse and rider
and when one can share that sensation with family, the whole experience takes on a whole
new meaning.

On a separate note, watching the Championships change over the years has been amazing.
The quality of riders now is so inspiring and where-as a few years ago, there were very few
people competing at middle and top levels of dressage, there is now a plethora or competitors.

My favorite memory actually occurred at a dressage show one summer, we were the high
scoring pair of the day and the announcer said, “and this just goes to show that size doesn’t

GETTING TO KNOW YOU Continued on page 6



http://www.xenophonfarm@aol.com
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“THE HOOF PRINTS CORNER?”

“Some horses come into our lives and quickly go. Others stay awhile, leave hoof prints on our
hearts, and we are never, never the same.”
...Anonymous

From Fear to Folly to Felicity

written by : Heidi Nottelman

From bareback games and trails to fear, Amber has brought me back. A concussion with amnesiafrom ariding
accident can change your mental perspective in aninstant. Ten years after the accident | wasfinaly in afinancia
position to own a horse again, and | began the search for a bombproof dressage horse. Ever heard that term
before? Me neither. What | found was an anxious, prancing,
stocky quarter horse broodmare that moved like her racing
ancestors (Go Man Go, Citation, Three Bars). | saw the worry
& inhereyes, asking: ‘what areyou goingtodotome?’, ‘areyou
® going to hurt me?, ‘can| trust you?’. And my eyeswerea
. s reflection of hers with the exact same questions. She was stocky,
but her movement would be okay for low level dressage IF |
could get her to relax and stop running when she got apprehen-
sive. The big question though was, is she bombproof?

The test would be atrail ride. We head into the woods with a

3-foot hedge on the right and a field fence on the left. About a
hundred yards up the trail, a deer leaps straight up out of the
hedge and into the middle of the trail about 15 feet in front of
us. | don’t know who was more scared. The deer had the
headlight ook, Amber went spread eagle with al four feet into
acrouch, and | felt absolutely nothing but air under me. Thud.
| flopped down into the saddle, my hands catching myself on
her neck. ..what arestirrups? How many secondspassed while
we all held our breath with our eyes bulging out of their sock-
ets? The deer leaped over the fence and ran off. Amber stood
up from her crouched position, and | sat up and picked up my
gtirrups. We proceeded to have the most wonderful hour exploring the woods and relaxing. In that moment a trust
began that changed our lives.

Amber has taught me how to listen, and she never lies. Every time | think she might be testing me or developing a
bad habit, | find a physical ailment. Sheisawayswilling to try anything. | never dreamed | would jump again, but
| am and we both love the exhilaration of flying a couple feet off the ground. We trust each other and we take care
of each other. A 30foot tall tree could come crashing down a100 feet from her, whilel’mleaning over to pickup
abucket and her foal runsinterror, but shewouldn’t even flinch because| was off balance...how do | know? It
happened. Now ‘we” haveafilly and areteaching her about awonderful thing called trust.
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COVENTRY EQUESTRIAN CENTER

Fall Schooling Show
Sunday, October 10, 2004
PRIZES HOT FOOD

Fall Show Attire Allowed: Wear your best fall colors

Last Show for CDA Year End Scores

Opening Date: September 13, 2004 Closing Date: October 5, 2004
Location: 220 Talcott Hill Road, Coventry, CT
Judge: DEELOVELESS, “r’
Secretary: DonnaLeonessa, Show Secretary
Coventry Equestrian Center
220 Talcott Hill Road, Coventry, CT 06238
email: coventryequestrian@charter.net
(860) 742-1900
ClassList:  USDF 2003 Introductory Tests A-B.
USAE 2003 Training 1-4.
USAE 2003 First 1-4.
USAE 2003 Second and above-State test to be ridden.
Fees: $25.00 Fee per Class.
Checks payable to Coventry Equestrian Center. No refunds after closing date.
Awards: Up to six ribbons awarded in each class.
Connecticut Dressage Association High Point Award Medal for show
Rules: Number of rides per horse/rider combination may be limited to two. State two preferred testsfirst on
application. Current negative Coggins within 12 months is mandatory and must accompany entry. All
competitors must wear hard hats. Classes may be combined, split, or canceled at the discretion of
management. Family pets not allowed on the premises. Please treat the grounds as you would your
own property. Place al trash in designated containers; no alcohol, please.
Times: Call the Coventry Equestrian Center at 742-1900 the Friday evening before the show between 6 - 9

P.M or provide your email address on the entry form.
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CLINIC WITH KATIE - OCTOBER 23, 2004

JOIN USFOR A DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING
CLINIC
WITH USDF ‘'L JUDGE AND USEA CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR
KATIE ROCCO

At
RED ROCK FARM - FOSIER, RHODE IS AND

A GRADUATE WITH DISTINCTION OF THE USF ‘L" JUDGE
PROGRAM
A USFEA CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR THROUGH PRELIMINARY CIC*
AN FEI LEVEL COMPETITOR

KATIE HAS TRAINED WITH:
KATHY CONNELLY / KIM WALNES/ JOY CONGDON
DAVID O'CONNOR/ ERIC HORGAN / MICHAEL PAGE
MAX GAYWAHLER / AXEL STEINER / JANET BLACK

O, WHATEVER YOUR DISCIPLINE OR LEVEL
COME SPEND THE DAY WITH KATIE AT RED ROCK FARM AND
FIND OUT ABOUT HER INSPIRATIONAL TECHNIQUESIN
DRESSAGE AND COMBINED TRAINING

LEARN SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW OR SMPLY FIND NEW PATHS
TO ACHIEVING YOUR GOALS

OFFERING:

PRIVATE / 2 RIDER EMI-PRIVATE / 3-4 RIDER SMALL GROUP SESSONS
AUDITORS ARE WELCOME/ DOGS HOWEVER ARE NOT - CALL LAURA FOR DETAILSAND
REGISTRATION
860/423-4179
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RECENT CHANGES IN CDA BOARD

The CDA Board meets once a month throughout the year and we are always striving to meet the needs of our
membership. All CDA members are invited and encouraged to attend the monthy meetings these dates are
published in Centerline and on our website.

Our active membership has reached to ailmost 250 this year...we grow by leaps and bounds, the Board
continuesto focuson CDA’s mission statement, whichis:

“Promoting Dressage through Education and Opportunity”

CDA is a 100% volunteer organization and the board members work to provide competitive and educational
opportunities for our members throughout the calendar year. With these goalsin mind, the following recent
changeshave been madein CDA’sBoard:

Heidi Nottelman ~ “Membership Secretary”

Heidi is an active CDA member and she is always willing to help. She is now taking over the very detail-
oriented duties as our new Membership Secretary. She will be responsible for entering the membership
information into our database and reporting information to the USDF. Heidi has been working with Donna
L eonessa so that the transition of dutiesis a smooth one. Watch the mail in November for the 2005 CDA
membership renewals that Heidi will be mailing to al of us!! Thanks, Heidi, for helping CDA in thisvery
important position.

Donnal eonessa ~ “Educational Coordinator”.

For the past two years, Donnahasworn “two hats” as our former Membership Secretary along with organizing
most of CDA’s educational clinics. Concentrating her effortsto offer dressage education opportunitiesfor
al levelsof CDA’smembership will now be Donna’sprimary roleontheboard. Thanks, Donna, for doing a
splendid job. We appreciate all your dedication and vision and we look forward to seeing what you have
planned for usin 2005!

Vicki Hammers-O’Neil ~ “Youth Program Coordinator”

Vicki has volunteered to take an active role in promoting a competitive and educational forum for CDA’s
youth members. Early in 2004 she did adirect mailing to all CDA youth members. Despite receiving only
two responses, Vicki was not discouraged and volunteered her time and efforts to put together ateam of four
CDA youth memberswho competed in Lendon Gray’s Sixth Annual Youth Dressage Festival in Saugerties,
New York from August 27-29, 2004. This event was formerly known as the Northeast Junior/Y oung Rider
Dressage Championships. Our CDA sponsored team was awarded first place in their division...job well done!
Vicki’s goal for 2005 isto involve CDA’s youth members in few educational opportunities (i.e. clinics).
Continue to watch for more information in future issues of Centerline. Thank you, Vicki, for your enthusiasm
and dedication to CDA’syouth members!
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2004 Connecticut Dressage Association
Year-End Schooling Competition Awards Score Report

Qualification Criteria: Please refer to pages 20-23 in 2004 CDA OMNIBUS for complete details.

&« Eligible Shows: CDA Sponsored Schooling Shows; Other Schooling Shows whose Prize Lists are published in the 2004 CDA
OMNIBUS.

& Opento all current Youth and Adult Amateur riders; must be CDA member PRIOR to earning scores.

& Scores must be earned by the same horse/rider combination per level.

& Three scores at same test level from two different shows and from at least two different judges. One score must be from a
CDA sponsored Schooling Show.

& All scores submitted must be a minimum of 55% and earned between November 1, 2003 and October 31, 2004.

The scores will be averaged to determine award placing. All scores submitted are subject to auditing for accuracy.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:

Rider’s Name ( ) Adult Amateur ( ) Youth
Address

Telephone: Emauil:

Horse’'s Name

Competition Level for Award Purposes (e.g. Intro, Training, First, etc.)

2004 CDA

Show Name & Location Date Omnibus (L evel/Test #| Score Percent Judge’sName
page #

Average of the three scores submitted:

Certification that this is a true report: Your signature (or your parent’s if you are a Youth) attests that these are
accurate scores earned in accordance with CDA’s 2004 Year-End General Awards and Schooling Competition Awards
criteria.

Signature Date

Please submit this form to Marcie Gordon, CDA Awards, 24 Darren Court, Waterbury, CT 06708 by November 5, 2004.
Submissions post marked after November 5, 2004 will not be consider ed. Please do not send copies of tests.

CDA’s2004 Awar dsProgram on our home page then choosing the correct direct submission form, for Schooling Show

Awards. The online submission formswill be available September 1, 2004.


http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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2004 Connecticut Dressage Association
Year-End Recognized Competition Awards Score Report

Qualification Criteria: Please refer to pages 20-23 in 2004 CDA OMNIBUS for complete details.

- Eligible Shows: USEF Recognized Dressage Competitions ridden between November 1, 2003 and October 31, 2004.

£ Rider AND owner must be CDA members PRIOR to earning scores. Leased horses are eligible.

) Same horse/rider combination per level.

* All scores submitted must be a minimum of 55% for Training through FEI. All scores submitted are subject to auditing
for accuracy.

- Five scores at the same level from three different shows must be earned for Training through Fourth Level. Scores
must be from at least three different judges per level.

) Three scores at the same level from at least three different shows must be earned for FEI. Scores must be from at least
three different judges.

') Scores from FEI and Regional Championship tests with more than one judge will be averaged.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:

Rider’s Name ( ) Adult Amateur () Youth () Open

Address

Telephone: Email:

Horse’s Name Is Horse Leased? Yes No

Horse Owner’s Name (must be current CDA member)

Competition Level for Award Purposes (e.g. Training, First, etc.)

Show Name & L ocation Date Level/Test # Scor e Per cent Judge’sName

Average of scores:

Certification that this is a true report: Your signature (or your parent’s if you are a Youth) attests
that these are accurate scores earned in accordance with CDA’s 2004 General Awards and Recognized
Competition Award Criteria.

Signature Date

Please submit this form to Marcie Gordon, 24 Darren Court, Waterbury, CT 06708 by November 5, 2004. Submissions post
marked after November 5, 2004 will not be considered. Please do not send copies of tests!

You are able to submit this form electronically on our website (www.ctdressageassoc.org) by clicking on - CDA’s 2004
Awar ds Program - on our home page then choosing the correct direct submission form, for Recognized Show Awards. The
online submission forms will be available September 1, 2004.
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