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Happy Holidays!  We would like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season
and joyous time with loved ones.

With the end of year upon us we are busy compiling the 2009 omnibus.  Now
is the time to get your ads, pictures, and listings of schooling shows to John.
Remember that your farm’s schooling shows can become qualifiers for CDA
year end awards when listed in the omnibus.  We also love getting pictures of
you and your horses for the omnibus.  A personal ad is a great way to share
your favorite picture and show your support.  Early bird discount deadline is
December 25th, so get those ads in!

The Education Committee is hard at work planning the USDF Instructor
Certification Program that we will be holding next year as a joint effort with
the Connecticut Dressage and Combined Training Association.  The teaching
workshop will be held April 25 &26, 2009 and will be the first in a series of
three.  We are offering both advanced levels and will take 16 applicants.
More details will follow.  We will need many volunteers to make this program
successful.  Please contact myself or Donna Leonessa if you wish to volunteer
at this workshop or any of the others that will be held in May and July.  If you
wish to participate in the program itself we will have applications on our
website and in the Centerline soon.  I urge you to get your applications in as
soon as possible since this program is not held in our region that often, and
will be a very special opportunity.  Auditors will also greatly benefit from this
program.  Any serious rider, whether a “backyard  rider” or seasoned
competitor, should at least audit this program and take advantage of this very
valuable learning experience.

Just a reminder that February 7th, the date of our membership appreciation
party is just around the corner.  We are in the process of gathering items for
our silent auction.  All proceeds from our silent auction go to supporting
educational programs, sponsoring teams such as our youth teams and Adult
Amateur teams, and helping charitable organizations such as the High Hopes
Therapeutic Riding Center.  The more items we have the better.  Any donation
is always appreciated and much needed to run and support these valuable
programs.

President’s Message

“President” Continued on page 2

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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I Brought Home Far More Than I Left With....

My experience at the Northeast Adult Amateur Regional Championships was by far
probably one of the most satisfying times I have had horse showing.  The overall facility
was beyond wonderful in spite of the extremely windy, cold temperatures-Mystic Valley
Hunt Club was attentive to the needs of the exhibitors/horses, and I would like to thank
them for that.  I would also like to thank the CDA and others associated for organizing this
inaugural event.  

Competition is something that most of us are familiar with on an individual basis, but I
found riding with a team and for a team is much different than riding for yourself.   You
must put yourself aside and ride in a way that you feel that your outcome will truly help
your team.  My team members (which I never met before) have now become some of
my new friends.  Sandy and I were stabled next to one another and there were times
when we both experienced the same emotions for different reasons, but the common
denominator was that the emotions were for the team. 

Not only did I connect with the CDA teams but also had an opportunity to meet other
teams and riders from other areas and, in particular, the Rhode Island team.  They saw
that I was by myself at the show and invited me out to dinner on Saturday night to a
lovely restaurant in Groton, Oilios.  We had great food and great chat and these were
my competitors.  We have since exchanged phone numbers....and not to mention good
/fun “razzing” during the actual competition. 

Riding for the CDA team has definitely made me realize that showing can be so much
more than just competing.  Seeing one of my team members brought to tears of
happiness during the awards ceremony was probably one of the most touching mo-
ments for me.  I knew how she felt as I’ve been there before and was so happy that one
my team members was able to experience that feeling for themselves; the accomplish-
ment of riding on your own horse or pony and individually being very successful.  I was
taken “out of myself” and what a wonderful experience that can be.  Later that day, I
had heard that she had limited show experience in the rated shows.  I was truly happy
for her and proud of her. 

 As I first mentioned, I by far brought way more home than I left with.......thank you
CDA for providing me with this opportunity.  I’m honored.  

Sharon Gallagher
For Sale

Regulation size small dressage
arena for sale. it is in very good
condition (but letters could use
some paint) it’s white pylons
with white pvc chain line and
wooden boxes for letters. must
sell. asking 500.00
Contact: Sherri at 860-567-
1003 or sherrifhf@aol.com

I would like to thank all of our members for getting your membership
renewals in.  We thank you for your continued support.  The CDA is
your organization and your way of fostering the growth of Dressage in
our community and beyond.

See you soon,
Chris

“President” Continued from page 1

2008 Calendar of Events

February 7, 2009
CDA 2008 Members’ Appreciation

Party
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CDA 2008 Members’ Appreciation Party

This is a busy time of year…..take a moment now to mark your 2009 calendar
and RSVP. Below you will find the updated information about our CDA 2008
Members’ Appreciation Party  on February 7, 2009

Who:  ~ All current CDA members (you may bring your spouse or a guest)
What: ~ Catered buffet dinner courtesy of CDA  ~ B.Y.O.B. please ~ setups and soda

provided
 ~ Please bring a dessert if your last name begins with A-L(next year…M-Z)

~ Silent auction: This was a very popular

 

attraction at last year’s party!   Bring you checkbook!
All proceeds will help to reduce member costs for future CDA clinics.

~ Door prizes     ~ Meet new friends     ~ See old friends      ~ Have a great time!

When:    Saturday evening, February 7, 2009 at 6pm.
Where:  890 Mountain Road , Cheshire, CT - home of Fern and Barry Feldman
Why:   To celebrate YOU, the members of CDA and to honor our 2008 Year-end Award Winners.

RSVP: If you are planning to attend, please RSVP to Leslie Weiss before Wednesday, Jan. 28th.
         Phone:  203-777-1950

                    Email:    lesweiss47@yahoo.com (Please type “CDA Party” in subject line)

Directions:
From I-84:  take exit 26. At end of ramp, go south, towards Cheshire, on Routes 68/70. Follow 70 (68
goes to the right), then make a right onto Mountain Road, right after a gas station. Go straight on Moun-
tain Road; stop sign; go straight for 6/10’s of a mile more. White ranch on left; circular drive; 890 Moun-
tain Road, 203-272-0711. 

From New Haven: take 91 North to exit 10. Follow the “connector”, route 40, to the end. Make a right onto
Route 10, go about 8 minutes. Make a left onto Higgins Road, go to the very end, stop sign. Make a left
onto Mountain Road, go 6/10’s of a mile. White ranch; circular drive; 890 Mountain Road,
203-272-0711.
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UPCOMING ELECTIONS FOR CDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

According to the CDA by-laws, adopted February 11, 2006, the membership of CDA must now elect approximately ½ of
the Board of Directors for a 2-year term. Of those people listed below, a total of SEVEN WILL BE ELECTED at the
Annual Meeting to be held on February 7, 2009. We are listing the proposed slate of Directors in this issue of Centerline
for your consideration with brief bios of the candidates. If you will not be attending the Annual Meeting and Awards Party
this year, you may contact me, president@ctdressageassoc.org, for an absentee ballot.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Board of directors, please contact me for more information. There will
be an opportunity to write in additional candidates on the ballot.

Thank you for your participation in the governance of CDA.

Chris Rogers Aquilio, President

PROPOSED SLATE OF DIRECTORS FOR CDA

Fern Feldman
I am presently the secretary of the CDA Board of Directors, and have been for a good number of years. Prior to that, I was
President of CDA. I am also the Region 8 Director of USDF, and as such, am a member of that Executive Board. I
particularly enjoy my association with CDA, as the people involved are a delightful group of friends and dedicated volun-
teers.

Vicki Hammers-Neil
Is a USDF Certified Instructor Tr.-4th levels and a member of the USDF Instructor Certification Faculty. A dressage
trainer and instructor for over 20 years, Vicki teaches riders of all ages and levels at Cecelia Flagg’s Once Again Farm, in
Meriden, Connecticut. Vicki is an active competitor, having earned her USDF Bronze and Silver Medals, as well as
winning numerous local and regional awards. Vicki’s positive teaching style makes her a popular clinician, adult camp
instructor and trainer.
Teaching youth riders has been something that has always been part of Vicki’s life, whether it involves Pony Club clinics,
organizing summer camps or establishing a children’s lesson program at an already successful riding school. For the past
five years, Vicki has been the Youth Education Coordinator, as well as acting as chef d’equipe for the CDA Youth Teams
who attended and competed successfully in the Lendon Gray
Youth Festival.

Kari Bradshaw:
I have been a member of CDA for longer than I can remember and took over the position of Volunteer Coordinator about
six years ago.  As well as recruiting volunteers for our many activities I also enjoy my own horses at my home in Norfolk,
CT.  I would love to continue my work with the CDA for many years to come and believe that my many years of horse and
people experience is a great benefit to the Association.

Heidi Nottelman:
 Currently I am the membership secretary for CDA, responsible for receiving memberships, updating the USDF roster
monthly, sending out renewal forms once a year, and answering membership questions.  I also send out thank you letters
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for scholarship donations, and help organize the donations for the Silent Auction at the Membership Appreciation party.  In
my free time, I enjoy riding my 20 year old Appendix Quarter Horse, Amber, bareback and training her 4 year old Pinto/
Paint daughter, Ema.  

Doreen Jensen:
My name is Doreen Jensen. I have been a member of CDA for a while; I don’t even know how many years.  I got my first
horse when I was 13 (an unbroken POA) and learned by the get-on, ride-till-you’re-thrown-then-get-on-again method. 
I started riding western, just trail riding for pleasure then showed in a few pleasure and trail classes.  I changed to an
English saddle to do competitive trail rides and discovered I loved jumping.  After a few lessons I started doing hunter/
jumper and equitation classes.  Then I discovered Eventing and fell in love.  That’s what led me to the CDA (through
Marcie and John Gordon-who boarded their horses with me).  I’ve been attending meetings since last year and have
worked on committees as a helping hand.  I feel I would bring an “outsider’s” perspective as classic dressage is not my
primary interest.  As an eventer I know I’m always trying to improve my dressage and I know there are lots of others out
there like me. 

Susan Guay:
My name is Susan Guay. I have been a CDA member for years and feel that it is time to give back to CDA. I enjoy working
at horse shows and helping others. I have 2 horses, a 15 year old Hanoverian cross mare and a 16 year old Irish sport
horse gelding. I am a first level rider, and train with Virginia Leary. I grew up riding and showing western pleasure and trail,
competed in hunter-jumpers, and eventing before focusing on dressage. I have a Bachelor’s in Equine Management and an
Associate’s in Accounting and have worked in the horse business all of my life, from grooming, managing, teaching, and
hoof trimming.

Stephanie Rossi, Treasurer
I have had horses in my life for the past 35 years.  All six of them have brought many wonderful experiences and friends. I
have made some of my best friends because of them and my participation in CDA. I still have my sixth horse “Domino”,
who is 35 years old. I have been blessed to be able to keep them all on my property with my great “horse husband” Bob.
Bob has always been right there to help in any way that he can.  We also have our beloved German Shepherds, Fritz and
Tess, who keep an eye on everything.

Over the years, I have met many of you at horse shows and various other horse related events. I have been privileged to
serve as a Board Member and your Treasurer for over 25 years. I would be honored to hold the position awhile longer.

(Nominations from the floor will be accepted as long as the person nominated agrees to
the nomination)
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Sad News

On Monday, November 3, 2008, Sandy
Rabinowitz lost her wonderful American
Saddlebred, Sequoia, to complications from
surgery to remove a bladder stone.  Sandy and
Sequoia were actively competing 2nd level
and freestyle and were members of the 3rd
place 2008 CDA team that competed at the
NARDC held at the Mystic Valley Hunt Club
fall competition, and the pair placed 8th

overall. Our condolences to Sandy in her loss.
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USDF Announces 2008 Youth Volunteer of the Year

            Lexington, KY (November 6, 2008) - The United
States Dressage Federation (USDF) is pleased to announce
that Kassidy Peacock of Helotes, TX, has been selected as
the recipient of the 2008 USDF Youth Volunteer of the Year
Award, presented by The Paddock Saddlery and sponsored
by the USDF Youth Executive Board.  This prestigious
award honors one outstanding youth volunteer who has
contributed on a national and local basis to the USDF and
dressage.
         As the recipient of this award, Kassidy’s name will be
engraved on a perpetual trophy, housed in the Roemer
Foundation/USDF Hall of Fame, which was donated by the
Akin family of Warwick, NY, in honor of Lendon Gray. She
will also receive a $500 scholarship provided from funds
raised through the Youth Executive Board Silent Auction held
annually at the Adequan/USDF Annual Convention, and a
$250 gift certificate donated by The Paddock Saddlery.

In 2007-2008, Kassidy volunteered a total of 111
hours at numerous events, including the 2008 USDF/Platinum
Performance North American Junior and Young Riders’
Dressage Championships, The Houston Dressage Society
Spring and Summer Shows, The Alamo Dressage
Association’s Spring Shows I and II, the Stephen Clarke/
Linda Zang Symposium sponsored by the Houston Dressage
Society, and the 2008 Collecting Gaits Farm/USEF Festival
of Champions. Kassidy was nominated based on her
remarkable “willingness and politeness that are refreshing
for a fourteen year old,” and as one who “is willing to help
anyone at any time.”
            For more information on the USDF Youth Volunteer
of the Year Award, please visit the USDF Web site, or to
make a donation to the Youth Executive Board Silent Auction,
contact the USDF office.


