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President’s Message

The smell of autumn is in the air.  Our horses are getting frisky with the crisp cool temperatures
and are happy to kiss the fly’s goodbye!

It was nice seeing so many familiar faces at the R-Folly schooling show last month.  I scribed for
the first time and really enjoyed it.  I learned so much in seeing the rides from the perspective of
a judge.  I recommend scribing as a great way to volunteer and to learn.  If any of you have a
chance to scribe, take it.  I think you will like it.

Starting August 1st 2008 the USDF began an initiative to “go green”.  The plan will look to
conserve resources, cut costs, and reduce paper waste.  They are urging all GMO’s to join the
initiative and become “green clubs”.  We think it is a wonderful plan that CDA should be involved
in.  Starting in 2009, we will not be sending out paper membership cards.  When you join the
CDA, you can go on the USDF website and view your name on the CDA roster and print a
GMO card to use at shows.  We welcome comments and suggestions to help us with this effort.
If you have any ideas on how CDA can ‘go green” please email me.  I would love to hear your
ideas.

As you may have heard, the CDA will not be putting on a recognized show in 2009.  We are in
the process of trying to find a new location for 2010.  We have put our dates on hold, and will
plan one for 2010.  If you wish to get involved in the planning process please let me know.

For 2009, we are looking forward to working with the Connecticut Dressage and Combined
Training Association to bring a USDF instructor certification program to our area.  We feel that
there is a need for this kind of program at this time and all will benefit from it.  It will be a great
educational opportunity even if you do not have plans of becoming an instructor.  We encourage
you to sit in and audit the workshops.  As you can guess, we will need many volunteers.  Please
let us know if you want to help out.  The dates will be released shortly.  The workshops will be
held at Mt. Holyoke in Massachusetts.  It should prove to be a perfect location for holding
workshops of this size.

Save the date!!  February 7th 2009 will be the date for our “membership appreciation party”.
Not just for the year end award winners, but for all CDA members and any friends they want to
bring along.  More details to follow.

Bye for now,
Chris

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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2008 Calendar of Events

October 5, 2008
Abacus Events Schooling Show
R Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Contact:
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

October 19, 2008
Dressage, Combined Training
and Jumping Schooling Show.
Oakendale Farm LLC
Bristol, CT
Contact:
Alison Kost-McCallum
860-314-9514
www.oakendalefarm.com

October 19, 2008
Dressage Schooling Show

Cedar Brook Equestrian Center
Sutton, MA
Jamie Greenebaum
508-395-6682
Jamie@g2partners.com

October 26, 2008
Wells Valley Farm
New Milford, CT
Katja Eilers
44 Blackrock Turnpike
Redding, CT. 06896

November 1-2, 2008
Cloverlea Farm Dressage Clinic
Columbia, CT
With Axel Steiner
Contact:
Morgan Adair
860-933-0514
Beth Baumert
860-228-9242

USDF Announces 2008 Hall of Fame Inductees

Lexington, KY (September 4, 2008) - The United States Dressage Federation (USDF)
will induct Robert Dover and Fiona Baan into the Roemer Foundation/USDF Hall of
Fame (HOF) at the Salute Gala on December 4, 2008 during the Adequan/USDF
Annual Convention in Denver, CO. Induction into the HOF is an honor bestowed on
those who have made outstanding contributions to dressage in the United States through
their achievements, creativity, originality, vision, and sustained effort.

Robert Dover, 52, has had an enormous impact on the sport of dressage in the U.S. for
nearly three decades. As an international competitor, Dover represented the U.S. in six
consecutive Olympic Games, a record for U.S. dressage riders. He was instrumental in
helping the U.S collect four Olympic team bronze medals, a World Equestrian Games
(WEG) team bronze medal, and a team gold medal at the North American Dressage
Championships (NADC). Dover’s individual career highlights include a personal best
sixth place in the 2004 Athens Olympics Games, and a fifth place at the 1994 (WEG),
highlighting a legendary career that also includes seven FEI World Cup Finals and five
U.S. National Grand Prix Championship titles.

Dover has consistently been on the cutting edge of the dressage scene nationally
and internationally in a variety of roles, including that of trainer, teacher, and
avid promoter. Often referred to as “Mr. Dressage” in America, Dover’s influence
is exemplified by the successes of the horses and students he has trained, and
through his visionary establishment of the Equestrian Aid Foundation.

Fiona V. Baan (1939-1994) was dedicated to raising the quality of U.S. dressage to an
international standard of competition. For 30 years, she directed the dressage and driving
disciplines of the United States Equestrian Team. Known for her diplomacy, attention to
detail, and the personal connection she made with every rider, Baan’s determination and
focus helped guide the U.S.’s rise to international success.   She served with distinction
as manager or chef d’equipe for U.S. teams at the Olympic Games, the WEG, the
World Dressage Championships, the NADC, and the Pan American Games. Baan was
also an AHSA and FEI “I” level judge

She was equally devoted to the development of young riders in the U.S., inaugurating
what became the Advanced Young Riders program. The “Pursuit of Excellence” trophy,
awarded annually at the North American Young Riders Championships, is dedicated to
Fiona Baan and is a testimonial to her legacy.

Each year, the USDF Historical Committee invites members to nominate worthy
candidates for the HOF.  All nominations are thoroughly reviewed, researched, and
discussed by the committee, whose recommendations are considered for approval by
the Executive Board.  A display of all HOF inductees, including the 2008 inductees,
resides in the Roemer Foundation/USDF Hall of Fame located in the USDF National
Education Center at the Kentucky Horse Park.

Information about the Roemer Foundation/USDF Hall of Fame can be obtained by
contacting the USDF Historical Committee Liaison at (859) 971-2277 or by e-mail at
halloffame@usdf.org.

http://www.oakendalefarm.com
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Sunday, September 7, 2008
Connecticut Dressage Association

Schooling Show

R Folly Farm
380 West Morris Rd

Morris, CT 06763

Results

Intro A
Rider Horse Score Place
Holly Hansen Lancer 56.5 1
Nancy Geaney Tys 47.5 3
Canning Robb Masterpiece Theater 54.5 2

Intro B
Rider Horse Score Place
Canning Robb Masterpiece Theater 57.5 1
Michelle Poreda Dreamer 57.5 2
Holly Hansen Lancer 55.5 3
Dianne Saunders Cameron 51.5 4
Nancy Geaney Tys 49.0 5

Training 1
Rider Horse Score Place
Marguerite O’brien Dayno 69.1 1
Michelle Poreda Dreamer 58.3 2
Nancy Deming Cahilla 56.1 3
Katina Clarke Beans 55.7 4
Lori Chatfield Cathari 55.2 5
Carol Colflesh Sportsfield Mabel 54.8 6

Training 2
Rider Horse Score Place
Marguerite O’brien Dayno 66.8 1
Carol Colflesh Sportsfield Mabel 60..0 2
Lori Chatfield Cathari 57.9 3
Katina Clarke Beans 55.4 4
Thorn Rosenthal Radiant 49.0 5

Dressage Seat Equitation
Rider Horse Score Place
Marguerite O’brien Dayno 71 1
Dianne Saunders Cameron 70 2
Katina Clarke Beans 67.5 3
Nancy Deming Cahilla 66.0 4

Training 3
Rider Horse Score Place
Carolyn Denton Reed Anthem 65.2 1
Kari Bradshaw Briar Bay 58.0 2
Denise Clark Summit Starlette 54.4 3

Training 4
Rider Horse Score Place
Patty Buonocore Klarion 64.0 1
Carolyn Denton Reed Anthem 63.2 2
Kari Bradshaw Briar Bay 62.0 3
Judy Bresson Reiss Giselle 59.2 4
Denise Clark Summit Starlette 58.0 5

Third Level Test 2
Rider Horse Score Place
Thorn Rosenthal Reprise 52.5 1

Third Level Test 1
Rider Horse Score Place
Mady Mixson Raif 59.7 1

Fourth Level Test 3
Rider Horse Score Place
Thorn Rosenthal Ravel 54.2 1
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Reflections

By Mary Bahniuk Lauritsen

Heading home on I-90 through Indiana I reflect on this past weekend’s USEF Dressage Seat medal Finals.

After being named Dressage Seat Semi finalist for 14-18 year olds, at the 2007 Region 8 Finals, I along with  every other equitation semi
finalist and reserve finalist from each USDF region would meet the following year at the Lamplight Equestrian Center in Wayne, Illinois.

As the summer of 2008 rolled by my mother and I prepared for the finals with the plan of
trucking from Massachusetts to Illinois with my horse, Rossignol, in tow. It had been said
how most riders borrowed horses, but with the success I had had aboard Rossignol, we
hoped the trek would be well worth it.

Before the sun had rose, we closed our stable gates behind us and began our journey.
Overnighting in Ohio, Rossi had the opportunity to stretch his legs and rest before the
second half of our trip. The open roads of the midwest treated us well, as my mother and I
took turns at the wheel. Corn field after corn field, the flat abyss and farmlands zoomed by
as  the terrain looked less and less familiar. Green rows of tobacco and soy beans dizzied the
mind as we traveled down the charcoal colored highway. Transitioning from vast farmlands
to smoky skies and steel mills, the polluted air of Gary, Indiana gave us a rough greeting.

Finally the busy skyline of Chicago, Illinois awaited, we knew we were not far from our destination, even after we were thrown off course
because of a tiff with our GPS system,  that brought us kicking and screaming through the China Town of Chicago. Hour long traffic jams
and with the anxiousness to stretch our legs, we finally made it to the paradise that awaited us at the Lamplight Equestrian Center.

More like a country club, we settled in comfortably at the grounds. Rossi happily munched on his bran mash as my mother and I toured
through the beautiful gardens and pathways of the Lamplight show grounds. A peaceful aura fell over me, and I felt confident in performing
in the warm up equitation class the following afternoon.

Unlike the typical dressage competition, there was less of the hustle and bustle we were used to when performing. We had the entire
afternoon to prepare, though this seemed to trickle away as the minutes grew shorter and shorter before the class.

I had never felt the heart pounding competitiveness take over me with such strong force
until the long row of accomplished riders and I entered the ring. I had to remind myself
over and over that this was just a warm-up, and not the final class that would come the
next day. Nonetheless I rode well, and placed fourth for the day. I was a bit disappointed,
and felt the adrenaline run through my veins after the scores were announced, reminding
myself that I would ride even better the next day, when it really mattered.

Lamplight representatives and those who came from the USEF and Dressage Today, the
main event sponsor, treated us girls very well. We were laden with gifts from saddle pads
to Ariat bags, and had an enjoyable evening at the equitation competitors party. The
competitiveness was put aside for the night as we chatted and ate dinner amongst one
another.

The big day finally came. I had never felt uneasy at a competition before, but the weight I had put on myself came through in the national
class. The class was well organized and all 18 of us were asked to ride an individual pattern for the three judges. I felt pleased with my
individual ride, though Rossi’s sudden dodging of oncoming horses may not have helped with my score. We would have to wait three
hours after the class to know how we had done, and each minute crept by slowly.

Arriving at the arena each rider was given their ribbon, and at that moment the color would determine how I did. I was approached with a
silver ribbon (ninth place) in hand, my heart sank and I felt failure surface to my eyes. I held back any tears and rode in the prize ceremony
with pride. Though I had not placed where I had hoped, I reminded myself that I had made it that far and had the opportunity to compete
with the nation’s best equitation riders. Looking at the scoreboard after all was said and done, we knew the competition had been tight, as
there was a three point difference from ninth place to first. The judges had even remarked that this was by far the toughest judging they had
ever performed at this event.
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This experience was very different from any other dressage competition I have taken part in. To focus on just yourself in front of the judge
for once, was mind boggling, though well aware this is what equitation is about, the degree was upped and the pressure went from a fun
“give it a go” sort of attitude to a heart racing down to the dropped heel detail. Much like a beauty pageant, the preparation was based
around one thing, the rider. This competition was filled with strong competitors from all over the country, some humble about coming so
far, others boasting about being there. For me, well I was happy to have made it to the nationals and to have been judged along side all the
other successful riders. I took home so much from competing at the USEF Dressage Seat Medal Finals, and I truly believe this program will
aid not only in the growth of the sport but also instill the correct riding and position in young riders for the future.


