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President’s Message

Hello Everyone,

I hope this summer finds you and your horse well and you are having a terrific time riding
outdoors.

Thank you so much to Ann Guptill for another fabulous musical freestyle clinic.  Your time and
talent is appreciated, and the clinic was thoroughly enjoyed by riders and auditors alike.  I give
a huge thank you to Bobbi Carleton and Ali Borgert for performing a Pas de Deux demo for the
clinic.  It was a great treat.  I personally would love to see more of these at competitions.  They
take so much skill to perfect, but when they are perfected they are such a delight to spectators
and are a wonderful accomplishment for the riders.  We would like to make this freestyle clinic
an annual event to educate our members and promote musical freestyles.  They really are a
beautiful way of expressing the harmony we can achieve with our horses through dressage.

I have a reminder for you that on July 25th and 26th we will be holding the last of the Instructor
Certification Workshops, the Riding Workshop at Mt Holyoke, MA.  I strongly urge all to
attend.  I know the summer is busy with shows and clinics but if you have the chance to come
and watch for a few hours you will not be disappointed.  By sitting in on the lectures and
watching the sessions with the Participating Instructors you will learn so much that will benefit
both you and your horse.  We still do need a few volunteers as well.   Please contact me if you
are interested.  If you volunteer you can watch for free, plus you get a nice lunch :  )  So come
and join us at the end of this month, you will be so glad that you did.

We are looking for Adult Amateur riders to represent the CDA at the Northeast Re-
gional Adult Amateur Dressage Championships on October 9,10, & 11, 2009!  Come
and ride at the Mystic show on our team.  You can qualify at a recognized or schooling show.  A
musical freestyle is required, but training level freestyles are allowed at this special competition.
More details on how you can qualify can be found in this Centerline, on our website, and on the
Mystic Valley website, www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com.  Our team had so much fun last
year.  You are bound to have a good time and will make new friends.  Contact Donna Leonessa
if you are interested in being on the team.  Ann Guptill has graciously offered to be the team
coach once again.  Thank you to those who have stepped up to co-sponsor the team.  We really
appreciate your help!  It is still not too late to be a co-sponsor.  If you are interested, please
contact Leslie Weiss.

Bye for now.  Enjoy the summer; the days are getting longer and the cooler days of fall will be
here before we know it.

Chris

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
http://www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com
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2009 Calendar of Events

July 12, 2009
Abacus Events
F Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

July 19, 2009
CDCTA  Schooling Dressage
and Combine Test
Mystic Valley Hunt Club
Gales Ferry, CT
Donna Legere
860-642-4418

July 19, 2009
Dressage Schooling Show
Grand View Stable
Columbia, CT
Alena Meacham
860-377-3779
alenagvs@sbcglobal.net

July 26, 2009
Tri-State Horsemen’s Assoc.
Dressage and Two-Phase
Woodstock Fairgrounds
Woodstock, CT
Sharon Plante
860-564-4700
dressage@tristatehorsemen.com

July 25 & 26, 2009
USDF Instructor Certification Work-
shop
Mount Holyoke, MA
Riding Workshop Training
Vicki Hammers-O’Neil
Ann Guptill
Contact:
Donna Leonessa
(860) 933-1854 or email:
dleonessa@hotmail.com

August 2, 2009
CDA Schooling Show
Weatogue Stables
Salisbury, CT
Bobbi Carleton
860 824 7908

August 29, 2009
Randy May Memorial Schooling Show
Mansfield Center, Connecticut
Contact: Donna Dunbar
randymaymemorial.org or
donnadunbar@charter.net

September 13, 2009
Abacus Events
F Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

September 20, 2009
CDA Schooling Show
Once Again Farm
Meriden, CT
Marisa Evans
203-217-6150

Post University Announces New Dressage Team Coach
and New Practice Site

WATERBURY, Conn. (June 17, 2009) – Post University announces the
appointment of Jennifer Ford of Orange, Conn. as Coach for Post University’s
Intercollegiate Dressage Team.  The team will practice at Turning Point Farm in
Woodbridge.

Coach Ford is not new to the Equine Program at Post University.  She has
worked in the equine office and is a member of the Equine Resources Committee.

“Jennifer is well-prepared to assume this role,” says Equine Program Director
Carole Baker. “Her experience provides a nice blend of teaching skills and competitive
experience that will benefit the team in a number of ways.”

Ford holds Teaching Certification from the University of New Hampshire, and
is in the process of obtaining Associate Instructor Certification from the United States
Dressage Federation.  She has taught and competed in both Dressage and Eventing for
nearly 20 years in the local area.

“I am very thankful to Post for appointing me as Coach for the IDA Team and I
look forward to a great semester,” said Ford.  “We have a great barn of horses and a
fantastic group of riders, a combination that should make for a really fun and successful
year.”

Cynthia Parker, owner and manager of Turning Point Farm where the team will
now practice, says she is thrilled to welcome Post’s Dressage Team.  “We are looking
forward to building a great partnership with the students and horses,” she says.  “We
hope the riders from Post will feel welcome here and will call Turning Point Farm their
home away from home.  We plan to provide the kind of support that these young riders
need to keep up their training and remain competitive.”

Baker agrees, saying, “We expect Turning Point to be a really nice place for the
Dressage Team and are looking forward to a mutually beneficial relationship.  Having
Jennifer as the Resident Instructor at the farm is an added bonus.”

Coach Jamison Wallace, who coached the team for three years, will continue to
be involved with Post’s equine program.  “Our thanks also go to Jamison Wallace, who
has been dedicated to the Dressage Team and has worked extremely hard to help the
team members gain good competitive experience,” stated Baker. “We greatly value her
enthusiasm and input in so many areas, and look forward to many more years of working
together.”

Founded in 1890, Post University is a career-oriented university committed to
providing students with the knowledge, personal skills and experience required to be
leaders in their chosen fields.  Located in Waterbury, Conn., Post University provides a
wide array of degree programs for on-campus and online students of all ages. It is
known for its quality, career-driven academic programs, small classes, national award-
winning student activities, and competitive NCAA Division II athletics. In 2009, it extended
its commitment to serving military students by adding an ROTC program.  Its 2,000 full-
and part-time students come from the United States and abroad, and are supported by
faculty whose mission is to prepare students to compete and succeed in today’s global
workplace.  To learn more about Post University, visit www.post.edu or call 800-345-
2562.

For further information about Post University’s Equine programs, contact the
Post University Equine Department at 203-596-4631 or 203-596-4645, or by email
CBaker@post.edu or ABloxsom@post.edu

http://www.post.edu
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Opening Date: July 6, 2009                Closing Date: July 27, 2009

Sunday, August 2, 2009
Connecticut Dressage Association
Schooling Show

Location:- Weatogue Stables, Salisbury, CT

Judge: TBA

Secretary: Bobbi Carleton
33 Weatogue Road
Salisbury, CT 06068
860 824 7908

Class List: USDF 2003 Introductory Tests A-B.
USEF 2007 Training 1-4.
USEF 2007 First 1-4.
USEF 2007 Second and above-State test to be ridden.
Dressage Seat Equitation. (Youth and Adult Amateurs only)

Fees: CDA members $25 per Class.
Non-members $30 per test.
Number deposit: $1
Checks payable to CDA.
No refunds after closing date.

Awards: Up to six ribbons awarded in each class.
CDA High Point Award Medal:  Awarded to the Adult Amateur and Junior Young Rider with the High
Percentage Score of the show (excluding Equation Class)

Rules: Number of rides per horse/rider combination may be limited to two. State two preferred tests first on
application. Current negative Coggins within 12 months is mandatory and must accompany entry. All
competitors must wear ASTM approved helmets while mounted or head gear appropriate to the level.
Classes may be combined, split, or canceled at the discretion of management. Family pets not allowed on
the premises.  Please treat the grounds as you would your own property. Place all trash in designated
containers; no alcohol, please.

Times: Call the show secretary the Friday evening before the show between 6 - 9 P.M. or email:
bobbicarleton@aol.com  to have the schedule emailed to you. You will be able to view the ride times on
the CDA Website on Saturday before the show.

Directions: From central CT:  Route 44 west.  Approx. 3 miles past the town of Canaan, turn right onto Twin Lakes
Road.  One mile in bear right onto Weatogue Rd.  Farm is ¼ mile on right.  From NYS: Route 22 to
Millerton NY.  At light turn onto Route 44 east.  Follow through Lakeville and Salisbury.  About 4 miles
past Salisbury, turn sharp left onto Twin Lakes Rd. Continue as above.
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Northeast Regional Adult Amateur Dressage 
Championships 

Date: October 9, 10 & 11, 2009 

Being held at Mystic Valley Hunt Club, Inc. 
645 Long Cove Road 
Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
(860) 464-7934 Telephone 
(860) 464-7934 Fax 
www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com

  

Goal: To encourage adult amateur riders to perform in a rated show atmosphere; to have fun, 
support each other and meet new friends; and to promote the team concept of amateur 
competition in a special and unique venue. 

How to Qualify: Rider needs two scores from two different shows and two different judges from 
any USDF dressage test of the entered level from October 17, 2008 to September 30, 2009. The 
score can be received from any competition, schooling or rated, in any test of the level. 
Qualifying scores needed for each level: 61% Training Level, 60% 1st Level, 59% 2nd Level, 
58% 3rd Level and above. Rider must compete on the horse on which the qualifying scores were 
received. Rider must submit a photo-copy of the front page of the tests with entry form including 
date, show, test score, judge’s name and signature, or submit a copy of their rider score sheet from 
the USDF website, if the scores were earned at recognized shows. The judge must be at least a 
USDF “L”

 

Graduate or any recorded USEF/FEI judge.  There will be a schooling show held on 
Friday, the day before the competition, in which NRADC riders will receive on of their classes 
free.  All riders are encouraged to enter however entries may be limited. 

Team Competition: A team of three/four riders will compete in any combination of Levels on 
the first day of the competition. Team members can compete at any level – it is not required that 
they all compete at the same level. Each team member must compete at the same level as their 
qualifying scores.  Riders must ride the highest test of the level for the team competition on 
Saturday.  These rides are conducted during the regular show.   You will pay an additional entry 
fee to compete in both the NRADC (pinned separately) and in the regular competition. 

Levels: Note a special Division split for Training Level riders 
Training Level Division A (Training Level Test 2 – for riders who have never competed at 
1st level or above. Riders in this division may compete only in this division). 
Training Level Division B (Training Level Test 4 – note that riders may choose to compete 
in Division B even if they have not competed at 1st level or above) 

Scoring: The lowest score of the team will be dropped. Note: Three persons could ride four 
horses, meaning one rides two, or teams of three persons riding three horses okay with no 
dropped score. The three remaining scores (percentage) will be averaged together to form the 
team percentage score. Awards will be offered for the top three teams based on overall team 
percentage score. 

Optional: Schooling show on Friday, non-rated 

http://www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com
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Note: If you do not have a team but would like to participate, please send in an individual entry. It 
will be held until enough individual entries are received to form a team. Your team will then be 
entered, and you will be notified with contact information. You and your new teammates can then 
come up with a team name. 

Overall Individual Award Qualifier: In order to maximize the number of riders eligible to 
compete in Sunday’s freestyle competition, only one judge will be scoring the freestyle test. The 
top 36 scoring riders from Saturday’s team competition will advance to the freestyle competition 
on Sunday where they will be required to ride a freestyle test appropriate for their level. In the 
event a qualified rider chooses to not compete for the individual awards, the next scoring rider 
will become eligible to compete. Overall individual award placements will be based on the 
average of the individual test and freestyle test scores, regardless of level/division. 

Awards: First through sixth place NRADC ribbons will be awarded to NRADC participants for 
individual class placements in both the freestyle and the regular test. All participants and 
volunteers will receive a hat and t-shirt with the NRADC logo. For the NRADC overall awards, 
first place team and individual riders will receive a jacket, second place team and individual 
riders will receive a cooler, third place team and individual riders will receive a quarter sheet. In 
addition, ribbons will be awarded to the top ten individual riders and the top three teams. 

Training Level Freestyle: Consult website for requirements. All other Freestyle tests to follow 
USDF/USEF regulations for their level. 

Show Logistics: 
Opening Date: First day entry can be postmarked to be accepted. 
Closing Date: Last day entry can be postmarked to be accepted. 

Judges/TD/general rules and information: Please refer to MVHC October Fall Dressage Show. 
Details in NEDA Omnibus and www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com.

 

Fees: Each division is $150 which includes the following: Friday, non-judged schooling ride 
(optional); Saturday, judged ride; and Sunday, freestyle. In addition, riders who are not USEF or 
USDF members must pay their non-member fee. All riders must pay the USEF drug fee. (Riders 
also in open show only pay 1 drug fee per horse.) Stabling is offered. Please refer to Omnibus or 
website.  

Note: Silent Auction being planned – more details to follow! 

http://www.mysticvalleyhuntclub.com
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Timothy F. Malin

 

USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist  

2008 Olympic Qualifier Competitions 
2007 USET Grand Prix Festival of Champions 
2008, 2007, 2006 National Grand Prix Awards  

Freelance, Clinics and Sales                     

Tim is proud to be sponsored by:    

THE 
AMERICAN HORSE 

TRIALS FOUNDATION         

www.goldenmeanllc.com - (860) 830-8403 - goldenmeanllc@aol.com 

http://www.goldenmeanllc.com
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All articles are to be submitted by the 15th of the month.  They can be mailed to me at:

John Gordon
Attn. CENTERLINE
24 Darren Court

Waterbury, CT 06708-3903 
or

They can be Emailed to me at ctdressageassoc.org

In the Subject line: Centerline

Please send them as an Attachment in either Word for Windows,
WordPerfect, RTF or in a plain text file Format if possible.

Attention Show and Clinic Organizers, Trainers, Stables and
Organizations:

Don’t forget to send us information about your activities for the
2009 CDA Calendar of Events!!!  Send a one-line description,
dates,  locations, and contact person’s name and phone number.
We’ll be delighted to include it in Centerline’s regular calendar
at no cost.

Thanks,
JohnRemember to visit us on the web at  http://ctdressageassoc

2009 Advertising Rates

CDA Members Non-CDA Member
Page Size Monthly Year Monthly Year
Business Card $15 $100 $30 $200
¼ Page $20 $150 $40 $300
½ Page $25 $200 $50 $350
Full Page $30 $250 $60 $400

Make Checks payable to CDA

Has thou given the horse strength? Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? Canst
thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? The glory of his nostrils is terrible. He
paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the armed
men. He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the
sword. The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield. He
swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the
sound of the trumpet. He saith among the trumpets, Ha ha; and he smelleth the
battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

-Job 39:19-25

http://ctdressageassoc



