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President’s Message

The roses are blooming and the birds are singing; such a beautiful time of year to be enjoying our
horses and riding outdoors whether on bridle trails or in the show ring.  This weather has been
superb!

Thanks again to all volunteers and participants in the USDF Instructor Certification Mini
Workshops and the Precertification.  The program will be completed with the final testing on
August 7th and 8th.  We still need many demo horses and riders for the testing since school will
not be in session at this time, and we will not have access to the school horses or students.  If you
are interested please do not hesitate to contact Donna Leonessa.  Your participation in these
programs makes them a success and will allow us to do more programs like this in the future.
Stay tuned for more information and details on the program next year.  If you wish to be involved
on a sponsorship level, the CDA would really appreciate your support.  It takes a great deal of
time and money to put on programs like this and we feel every dollar spent on furthering education
is well worth it.  Contact Donna if you are interesting in getting involved.

On May 1st we held the first of our CDA schooling shows this year at Once Again Farm in
Meriden.  It was held the day before the level one recognized show and we were given access
to a higher level judge for the event.  It was a special opportunity to ride before an “R” judge the
same as you might at a recognized show, but with schooling show prices.  We hope to offer
more opportunities like this in the future.  If you have an opinion on this we would love to hear
from you.  Please drop me a line and let me know what you think.

For the third year CDA will sponsor an Adult Amateur Team for the Adult Amateur Regional
Dressage Championships at Mystic Valley Hunt Club in October.  Kari Bradshaw will be our
team captain.  We are putting together the teams and are also looking for sponsors to help with
things like team saddle pads, jackets, etc.  If you are interested in being a team member or
sponsor please contact Kari Bradshaw (860) 542-5375 or rkhotshoe@aol.com.  For more
information on how you can qualify for the team please see our omnibus.  A musical freestyle is
not required (they allow Training Level freestyles) for the team competition but is required for
the individual championship.  It is a fun weekend and great way to get involved with a recognized
show in a supportive team atmosphere.

Does the high cost of showing keep you from showing your horse?  If so, did you know that
CDA offers scholarships that can help you out?   See our omnibus for details and how you can
qualify for a scholarship.  We offer them for youth and adult amateur members.

Bye for now,

Chris

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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2010 Calendar of Events

June 6, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Abacus Events
R Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

June 20, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Weatogue Stables
Salisbury, CT
Bobbi Carleton
860-824-7908

June 27, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show Series
Grand View Stables
Columbia, CT
Alena Meacham
860-377-3779
alenagvs@sbcglobal.net

June 30, 2010
CDA Board Meeting
6:15 Meeting

June 19, 2010
Combined Show
Candlelight Farms
New Milford, CT
Dressage: Intro –First Level 1
Contact:
BHC Management
203-650-3148

July 11, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Abacus Events
R Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

July 14, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Fox Ledge Farm
East Haddam, CT
Ann Guptill
860-873-8108

July 17, 2010
Combined Show
Candlelight Farms
New Milford, CT
Dressage: Intro –First Level 1
Contact:
BHC Management
203-650-3148

Dear Secret Horse Society,

Hello fe llow CDA members, I wanted to sha re an emotiona l story with
my fellow horse lovers this month.  

Donna Legere is an ac tive member of the Connec tic ut Dressage and
Combined Training Association (CDCTA) and the Connecticut horse com-
munity. 
On May 2, she was showing a t the Tri-Sta te Two Phase Horse Show  in her
last c lass of the day.  Going over the last fenc e, her horse lost his ba l-
anc e and fell through the fenc e with Donna in jump ing position.  As the
horse stumb led over a fa llen ra il, Donna lost her ba lanc e and fell head
first in the a rena .

She lay on the ground and stated her arms and legs were numb, and was
quickly flown by LifeStar to a Rhode Island hospital.  Donna has regained
the use of her legs and is wa lking assisted , but is tempora rily pa ra lyzed
from her nec k to wa ist.    She has been moved to Gaylord for rehab ilita -
tion, and the good news is tha t she has sta rted to move her left wrist,
whic h bodes well for her rec overy.

At the time of the accident, Donna had nine horses in her barn and many
peop le have stepped in to help Donna in her time of need .

The ab ility of our love for horses to make a ll of us instant ‘ family’ has a l-
ways amazed me.    As a single person, my worst fear is what happens to
my horses if I was ever injured , as we a ll know it c an happen to anyone
one of us a t any moment, and it is reassuring to see how generous the
horse lover c ommunity is.

With ma ny ho rses to feed , hom eowner b ills, a nd now med ic a l b ills,
and  the inab ility to work, financ es a re getting tight.  If you have get well
wishes or a few extra dolla rs to share this month, and would like to sup-
port a fellow horse lover in her time of need , p lease send to my address
below, and I will deliver to her.  (c hec ks payab le to Donna Legere)

Sa fe and happy rid ing wishes to a ll! 

Heid i Nottelman
179 Stetson Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

Dressage Saddle For Sale:
Sattlerei Hennig Gmblt 19.5"
deep seat. $3500.00 firm,
contact Ann at
bowiea@sbcglobal.net
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Saturday, May 1, 2010
Connecticut Dressage Association

Schooling Show

Once Again Farm, Meriden, CT

Results

Introductory Level Test A
1st: Kim Charney Max 64.000%
2nd: Bonnie McCutchan Golden Dream Sami 59.000%
3rd: Gwen Sieber Tinker Bell 53.500%

Introductory Level Test B
1st: Elizabeth Popolizio Just Like That 75.000%
2nd: Sandy Rabinowitz Mojo 73.000%
3rd: Kim Charney Max 67.000%
4th: Susan Guay Bo 63.500%
5th: Heike Amaya Blacklegend Cozumel 63.500%

6th: Bonnie McCutchan Golden Dream Sami 63.000%

Training Level Test 1
1st: Elena Leaf Just Like That 70.000%
2nd: Sandy Rabinowitz Mojo 68.696%
3rd: Matthew Beasley Fantine 64.783%
4th: Sarah Murray Bingo 64.783%
5th: Susan Guay Bo 63.043%
6th: Heike Amaya Blacklegend Cozumel 61.304%

Training Level Test 2
1st: Hope Ropke Bay Rhythm 69.643%
2nd: Elena Leaf Just Like That 66.071%
3rd: Liz Doering Arctic Express 65.714%
4th: Linda Roache Paradox Pippin 65.714%
5th: Rochelle McPherson Morning Star 62.500%

6th: Susan Sieber Lexi 61.071%

Training Level Test 3
1st: Liz Doering Arctic Express 71.600%
2nd: Karen Downey Steebars Blackie 63.600%
3rd: Sloane Churchill Finding Elsewhere 62.400%
4th: Rochelle McPherson Morning Star 57.600%

Training Level Test 4
1st: Hope Ropke Bay Rhythm 64.400%
2nd: Elizabeth Popolizio Just Like That 63.200%
3rd: Sloane Churchill Finding Elsewhere 62.800%
4th: Karen Downey Steebars Blackie 60.800%
5th: Linda Roache Paradox Pippin 59.600%
6th: Debra Pereira Whippoorwill Perseus 52.800%

First Level Test 4
1st: Carolyn Denton Reed Anthem 66.579%

Second Level Test 1
1st: Carolyn Denton Reed Anthem 67.895%

Second Level Test 4
1st: Judy Lieberman Harley 24 66.429%
2nd: Mary Sue McGuirk Nebrijo 47.857%

HIGH POINT AWARDS:
Youth: Elena Leaf - Training Level Test 1 – 70%

Adult Amateur: Hope Ropke – Training Level Test 2 – 69.64%

THANK YOU TO OUR GREAT VOLUNTEERS!
Terry Buckley, Marla Perlstein, Stephanie Rossi, John & Leslie Gordon

Without you, there would be no show!
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United States Dressage Federation

Issues Protective Headgear Safety Statement

Lexington, KY (May 25, 2010) - The United States Dressage Federation (USDF) released

an official statement regarding protective headgear use following the Spring USDF Executive

Board meeting held at their headquarters in the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, Kentucky.

The statement, “USDF strongly recommends all riders wear protective headgear when

mounted”, is in line with USDF’s current policy to require all photos of mounted riders in the

USDF Connection magazine include protective headgear.

USDF is also requiring the statement on all videos it produces and any videos or educational

materials for which it offers accreditation for its University program.
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Date:  May 12, 2010 
Contact:

 

Carole Baker (203) 596-4631  

 

EVENING CLASS IN STABLE MANAGEMENT II

 

at POST UNIVERSITY  

Waterbury, CT –

 

Stable Management II, the next in the current series of evening courses through 

Post University’s Equine Department, will begin MONDAY, June 7th at 6:30 PM.  The companion 

course to the popular Stable Management I, it covers topics ranging from barn organization and pasture 

care, to bedding and manure management. The course will also cover advice on recordkeeping and 

insurance requirements, and there will be discussion on legal considerations and environmental impacts 

of horsekeeping as well.   

The program is designed for horse owners and enthusiasts who wish to learn more valuable 

information about efficient and responsible stable management. The Equine Husbandry series can be 

taken in any order and is open to anyone interested – no pre-requisites are required.  Each course runs 

for eight weeks, one evening per week for three hours.  Participants can earn CEU credits or take the 

courses for personal enrichment.  The next unit – Stable Management II - will run Mondays, June 7th to 

August 2, from 6:30 – 9:20 PM on the Waterbury Campus of Post University (located near exit 17 off I-

84).  Classes meet in Room 103, MacDermid Hall with parking in the North Lot.  

The staff of Post University’s Equine Department understands that while it is easy to find a place 

to ride, it is much harder to learn how to look after horses well.  The husbandry series addresses this 

problem, as it is planned to cover the information horse owners require.  Other courses in the series 

include Basic Horse Ownership and Care, Stable Management I, Equine Health, Equine Anatomy and 

The Horse.  The series runs in a cycle throughout the year – except for the summer months -

 

and 

continues in late August with Equine Anatomy. 

To take the classes for personal enrichment and a Post University Certificate, the cost for each is 

$350.  To earn CEU credits, the cost is $500 per course. For more information or to register, call the

Equine Department at Post University at (203) 596-4631 or email CBaker@Post.edu.  
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